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God applies the principles of natural justice his decisions are called judgments. The 
earthly king is also conceived of as a shepherd. It is an interesting fact that 
Schrader finds (Keilinschriften und Altes Testament, on Zech. n. 5) an inscription 
in which Sargon was called a true shepherd. The noi/ir/v lai>v of Homer is familiar. 
So also is Yahweh called a shepherd, and Israel a flock. 

In regard to the ascription of kingship to God, we find it first in Exod. xv. 18. 
The providence of Yahweh, his successive judgments on Egypt, the calamities 
and successes of Israel were taken as proof of his kingship. In Israel it is high 
treason to curse him. Every oath in Israel must be by him. He is superior to 
all earthly kings, who are crowned or deposed by him, and his messages are to be 
heard by them all. 



HOW TO SEE PALESTINE.* 

By the Rev. Henry W. Hulbert, 

Beirut, Syria. 



Dr. Philip Schaff in his volume entitled " Through Bible Lands," says :— " I 
would advise every theological student who can afford it to complete his biblical 
education by a visit to the Holy Land. It will be of more practical use to him in 
his pulpit labors than the lectures of the professors in Oxford or Cambridge, in 
Berlin or Leipzig, valuable as these may be. The best thing, of course, is to com- 
bine the most thorough theoretical study and personal experience on the spot." 
In another place he adds — " The benefit of travel depends upon the disposition 
and preparation of the traveler. * * * The more knowledge we carry with us 
the more we shall bring back." This being true of theological students, it is ob- 
vious that a man who has had several years of practical work in the ministry 
might receive even more benefit. 

Dr. Howard Crosby once said to the writer that some years ago he made a 
proposition to the trustees of a prominent theological seminary to the effect that 
he would help them raise a fund of $1,000,000, with the interest of which to send 
ten young men from each class graduating from that institution to Palestine to 
study a year. Owing to certain other urgent demands for money, the project was 
not carried through. 

Dr. W. G. T. Shedd strongly recommends students who look forward to the 
practical work of the ministry to go to Palestine rather than to Germany. I have 
before me similar statements from a dozen prominent authorities on this subject. 
They urge the homiletical value of such a trip. 

But how can all this be brought within the reach of those who might be ben- 
efited by it ? Dr. Crosby suggests one solution. It takes time and money to ex- 
tract from a trip to the land of the Bible the best results. A hurried rush through 
the country gives a very inadequate notion of things. A man must settle down 
at some favored spot and get thoroughly initiated into Oriental ways. He needs 
to read his Bible through amidst the scenes it depicts. If the theological semi- 
naries could come to the aid of the student by offering scholarships of $500 for 
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this purpose, the study of Bible Lands would receive a new impetus, and the prac- 
tical results would be revealed in many a pulpit. 

The millennium, however, has not come, and the inquiry arises : How can 
such a trip be undertaken, inexpensively, under present circumstances ? Hoping 
that they may be of service to others, the writer gives a few of his experiences. 

On going to the Orient one finds that he has to turn his back upon all thor- 
oughly equipped libraries. As one writer says : " You can at least make a dash 
through a limited territory, gather together a few facts, and then return to the 
libraries of Europe and America to digest them." 

For the study of Greek history and literature, the friends of learning in 
America are establishing a school at Athens, and within a few years the student 
will have every facility for a practical and thorough study of ancient Greece. No 
institution of this kind for the far more numerous students of the Oriental lan- 
guages and peoples and especially of the Bible, is to be found in the East. Neither 
at Cairo, Jerusalem, Beirut, nor Constantinople, are there facilities for an exhaust- 
ive study of Eastern life, history, and literature, sacred or profane. 

Of these centers, however, Beirut, Syria, offers by far .the best advantages. It 
is not generally known that the Syrian Protestant College throws open its doors to 
students of Bible Lands. Its location is central. The cities of the "Seven 
Churches of Asia," Tarsus and Antioch, are only two days' sail to the north. 
Cyprus is one day to the west, Damascus one day to the east, and Jerusalem one 
day to the south (via Jaffa). Beirut and its neighboring mountains are the health 
resorts of the Levant. Skillful physicians and commodious hospitals are near at 
hand. Situated on a promontory, it is always favored with sea-breezes and has a 
most beautiful outlook of water, plain, and mountains. 

The college occupies a fine site on Ras Beirut, has three large and well 
appointed buildings, the beginning of a good library, and valuable collections of 
the fauna and flora of Syria. The commodious building of the Presbyterian The- 
ological Seminary is situated on the college grounds, and contains a small but 
very superior theological and missionary library. The libraries of the professors 
and missionaries are rich in books on the study of the Bible and of Oriental life. 
It is expected that in a short time the valuable library of the American Palestine 
Exploration Society will be deposited at the college. 

But what is perhaps quite as valuable as books, Beirut has the inestimable 
advantage of having a large corps of men who have spent their lives in studying 
Oriental character and ways, and whose experiences are at the disposal of all stu" 
dents of the Bible. 

The college furnishes a pleasant room, lights, fire, washing, and good table 
board for four months or more at the rate of $6 per week. This also includes 
instruction in Arabic for at least two hours a day. A limited number of men can 
make arrangements to tutor two hours a day in the college or in the town for the 
college year, and pay their way. The college authorities have also a standing 
arrangement by which they send out graduates of American colleges for three 
years on a good salary. At present there are six young men occupying such 
positions. Several students have taken advantage of the facilities the college 
offers. One who returned to America last summer is now a professor of Ori- 
ental languages in a western university. A Fellow from Harvard College and 
a recent graduate from the Union Theological Seminary of New York, are at pres- 
ent making the college their headquarters. 
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A pleasant way is to leave New York early in July, and spend three months 
on the way to Beirut via London, Paris, the Rhine, Vienna, the Danube, Constan- 
tinople, and Smyrna. The month of October can be spent on the Lebanon, and 
visiting Damascus, Baalbec, and Hermon. Nov. 1st settle down at Beirut for five 
months of hard study. It is well to purchase a horse on first landing (horse and 
equipments $75). Having thoroughly studied up Palestine, and learned the ways 
of the natives, one is prepared in April for an extended trip down through the 
country. It can be done inexpensively and leisurely with a tent and native ser- 
vants. A dragoman is not necessary. Two weeks can be spent in and about 
Jerusalem. After six weeks in the saddle, and having done thorough work, one 
can sell his horse for about its original cost, and take the steamship at Jaffa for 
Alexandria. The last two weeks in May are not too hot for a glimpse at Lower 
Egypt. June 1st take steamship at Alexandria for Brindisi, and see Italy at its 
best. Or one can secure passage for Liverpool direct at the astonishingly cheap 
rate of $50 first class. 

The Rev. D. Stuart Dodge, 11 Cliff Street, New York, is the corresponding 
secretary of the Syrian Protestant College, with whom the above arrangements 
can be made. $800 is a liberal allowance. With economy, $600 will do. With 
tutoring, $400. 



